Outside Scholarship Opportunities
United Methodist

The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

Applications for the following scholarships may be found on their website at www.gbhem.org
Deadline for applications is March 1.

The United Methodist General Scholarship

Applicants must be full active members of the United Methodist Church (UMC) for at least 1 year and attending any accredited institution in the US.

The HANA Scholarship

Applicants must be Hispanic, Asian or Native American (at least one parent), be members of the UMC for a minimum of 3 years, be citizens/permanent residents of the US, and have financial need. Awarded to students with plans to prepare for leadership in the UMC and their HANA communities.

The E. Craig Brandenburg Graduate Award

Awarded to graduate students over the age of 35 for whom seminary represents training for a change in career. Applicants must be members of the UMC for at least 1 year.
The Reverend Charles W. Tadlock Scholarship

Applicants must have completed their first year of seminary and be certified candidates for ordination as an elder in the UMC. Students must have a GPA of at least 2.85 and must be citizens or permanent residents of the US.

The Special Seminary Scholarship

Applicants must be MDiv students under the age of 30, and preparing for ordained ministry in a UM related seminary or theological school.

United Methodist Seminary Award
Awarded to students who have completed their first year of seminary and plan to enter Parish Ministry. Students are nominated by their seminary and must be a member of the UMC for at least 3 years, and be a citizen or permanent resident of the US.  Send a letter requesting nomination to the Director of Financial Aid.

Georgia Harkness Scholarship
Awarded to women over the age of 35 preparing for ordained ministry as an elder in the United Methodist Church and must be a member of the UMC at least one year prior to application.
US citizenship or permanent residency required.
John Q. Schisler Award

Awarded to students preparing for a career as a Christian educator, lay professional or ordained deacon. Applicants must be a member of the UMC for at least three years and US citizens or permanent residents.

Native American Seminary Award

Awarded to applicants of Native American, American Indian, or Alaskan native descent.

Students must be members of the UMC for at least three years. They must also be preparing for ordination as an elder. 
United Methodist, con’t.
United Methodist Higher Education Foundation 
An application for the following scholarships is available at www.umhef.org. The deadline for applications is March 1.
United Methodist Dollars for Scholars

This program challenges United Methodist churches to provide a $1000 scholarship for a student from their congregation. The scholarship check must accompany the student’s application to the UMHEF. If the student’s application is selected, the student will receive an additional $1000 from the UMHEF Dollars for Scholars program as well as $1000 from Wesley Seminary.
Holly Elliott and Laurel Glass Scholarship Endowment for Seminary Study by Persons who are Deaf, Deafened, Deaf-Blind, or Hard of Hearing

Applicants must be culturally deaf, orally deaf, deafened, late deafened, Deaf-Blind, or Hard of Hearing and must be able to provide documentation of disability.

Applicants must also be a US citizen or permanent resident, a member of the United Methodist Church (UMC) for at least one year, and be preparing for specialized ministries in the church.

Priscilla R. Morton Scholarship

Applicants must be members of the UMC for at least one year, be a US citizen or permanent resident, have a minimum GPA of 3.5. Preference will be given to those students enrolled or planning to enroll at a UM related college, university, seminary or theological school.

National Temperance Society Fund

To be eligible, applicants must be a member of the UMC for at least one year, be a US citizen or permanent resident, be enrolled in or planning to enroll in a UM related college, university, seminary or theological school and have a GPA of 3.0 or higher.

Lemuel C. Summers Scholarship and Dr. Chester A. McPheeters Scholarships

Both of these named endowed scholarships require applicants to have a minimum GPA of 3.0 and be preparing for Christian ministry. Students must also have UMC membership for at least one year, and be a US citizen or permanent resident. Additionally, students must be attending a UM related college, university, seminary or theological school.

John C. Wright Scholarship
Applicants must live in Virginia, and be preparing for UM ministry in a UM related seminary or theological school. Students applying must also have a 3.0 GPA or higher and be a US citizen or permanent resident. 

Chaplain Samuel Grover Powell Scholarship Fund

Applicants must be enrolled at an accredited seminary and preparing to enter chaplaincy in any branch of the military.

Bishop James K. and Eunice J. Mathews Scholarship

Awarded to a first year student at Wesley Theological Seminary or American University in alternating years. Applicants must be a member of the UMC.
Deadline determined by Wesley or AU.

UMC Ministerial Educational Funds
United Methodist students are encouraged to contact their annual conferences for the availability of tuition grants and/or service loans through the Ministerial Educational Funds.

Foundation Merit Scholars Program

Awarded by the UMHEF to one first year student, one second year student and one third year student attending a UM related seminary or theological school. Students are nominated by their school. Deadline for the school to submit nominations is October 1. 

United Methodist, Con’t

Mount Olivet Foundation 

Grants of $500-$1000 available to qualified United Methodist students, based upon financial need and merit. Preference is given to individuals connected with Mount Olivet UMC, to the United Methodist Church, to individuals from Arlington, Northern VA, or the DC Metropolitan region. 

www.mountolivetfoundation.org
Mount Olivet Foundation

1500 North Glebe Rd., Arlington, VA 22207-2199

Jeanne Audrey Powers Leadership for Change Scholarship

Up to $3000 per year for students who are preparing for ordination as elders in the UMC and who are committed to promoting justice for gay and lesbian persons in the life of the church.

Applications due May 1 and are available through the Financial Aid Office.

Thomas Cartwright Scholarship

Applicants must be certified candidates for ministry in the Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist Church and be under the age of 35.  Applications are available at tinyurl.com/TCscholarship and are due by March 10. 

Hollis Williams Scholarship Fund

Applicants must be preparing for ordained ministry in the United Methodist Church
and will be considered in the following order: Arlington Forest UMC; churches within the bounds of the Arlington District of the UMC; churches within the bounds of the Alexandria District of the UMC. Please see Director of Financial Aid for details and application. 
Non-denominational

Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty

Amount: $500-$5,000 / Deadline: Varies

Grants and fellowships awarded to outstanding seminarians and graduate students in religious fields of study. www.action.org/programs/students
Acton Institute for the Study of Religion and Liberty

161 Ottawa Avenue, NW, Suite 301

Grand Rapids, MI 49503

616-454-3080

ESTARL – Eastern Star Training Awards for Religious Leadership
Order of the Eastern Star
Grand Chapter, Order of the Eastern Star, District of Columbia

122 C Street, NW, Suite 115, Washington, DC 20001-2109

International Order of the King’s Daughters and Sons Scholarship

http://www.iokds.org/scholarship.html
These scholarships are for full-time graduate students who are citizens of the U.S. or Canada, and are studying for a Masters of Divinity degree, preferably with the purpose of becoming ministers of an organized congregation. Applicants must have a 3.0 G.P.A. or better for all graduate and undergraduate work, and must attend a school or seminary accredited by the Association of Theological Schools in the U.S. or Canada.
The Philadelphia Foundation

Margaret and Charles E. Stewart Scholarship Fund

Up to $500 available to full-time Master of Divinity students intending to serve in the black church of any Protestant denomination. Deadline: April 30

Please call before applying:

1234 Market Street, Suite 1800, Philadelphia, PA 19107

215-563-6417  or  www.philafound.org
Non-denominational, Con’t. 

CM CARES
For full-time post-secondary religious studies program at an accredited theological seminary; minimum GPA of 3.0; commitment to enter the practice of full-time ministry in the US. 

For eligibility and application details, visit: churchmutual.com/cmcares-scholars 
Guide One Insurance 
As one of America’s leading insurers of churches, the GuideOne Foundation offers scholarships to students who are actively pursuing a future career in ministry. Seminarians with a minimum GPA of 3.25 are eligible to apply. Deadline is April 15.

https://www.guideone.com/giving-back/guideone-foundation/scholarship/
Baptist
DC Baptist Convention Foundation

The D.C. Baptist Convention Foundation (DCBCF) is offering scholarships for seminarians that are members of DCBC churches. The scholarship applications for new and continuing seminary students are due in the Foundation office by Thursday, May 1. Students must demonstrate financial need, be enrolled as a full-time student, be studying for a first graduate degree in theology, preparing for full-time ministry, be an active member of a DCBC cooperating church at the time of enrollment, and must maintain a grade point average of 2.75 on a 4-point scale or its equivalent. Application forms for a scholarship can be obtained by contacting Ellen Teague at 202.234.7194 or ellen.teague@dcbaptist.org 

http://www.dcbaptist.org/foundation.htm
Deadline: May 1

American Baptist Individual Seminarian Grants

Applicants attending a non-ABC related seminary or theological school may apply for up to $750. Students must be in the MDiv program and be a member of the American Baptist Church for at least one year prior to applying for assistance. Please contact the American Baptist Home Mission Societies office at P.O. Box 851 Valley Forge, PA, 19482-0851. www.abhms.org or 1-800-ABC-3USA.  
Unitarian Universalist
www.uua.org/giving/awardsscholarships/
John Haynes Holmes Fellowship - Community Church of New York
Awards ranging from $500-$2500

Deadline is April 1. 

Students must be preparing for careers in teaching or ministry in the UU denomination. 

Applications can be obtained at www.ccny.org or by contacting Valerie Lynch, Membership Coordinator at vlynch@ccny.org or 212-683-4988
United Church of Christ
For seminarians who have membership in a UCC Congregation for at least one year

Enrolled in a course of study leading to ordination

In-care of an Association or Conference

Minimum of a “B” GPA

Plan for service in the UCC or partner church upon graduation from seminary

Demonstrated leadership ability
Visit Scholarships for Seminarians at www.ucc.org/ministers/
or
Apply:

United Church of Christ

700 Prospect Avenue East

Cleveland, OH 44115-1100
(216) 736-3200

scholars@ucc.org
United Church Funds

Richard and Helen Brown Endowment for Pastoral Scholarships

475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1020

New York, NY 10115

877-806-4989

info@unitedchurchfunds.org / unitedchurchfunds.org

Presbyterian 
National Capital Presbytery
11300 Rockville Pike, Suite 1009

Rockville, MD 20852

(240) 514-5348

www.thepresbytery.org
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Scholarships and loans for full-time Presbyterian (USA) students. Amounts range from $200-$2000. To qualify students must be enrolled full-time in the Master of Divinity program, and be inquirers or candidates in a PC(USA) presbytery. Award is limited to students for whom this is their first professional degree and recommendation by the student’s financial aid officer is required.

Presbyterian Church (USA)
Financial Aid for Studies
Attention: Laura Bryan
100 Witherspoon Street
Louisville, KY 40202-1396
(888) 728-7228, ext. 5735

www.pcu.org/highered
Hotson Trust
Grants to Presbyterian students at theological schools

Deadline: June 1

Amount: $500

Application:

Hotson Trust

900 Jordan Street

Shreveport, LA 71101

(318) 222-0604

Lutheran

Abdel Ross Wentz Prize in American Lutheran History 
Deadline: June 1
Amount: $1,000
Description: Awards are presented annually to the author of an outstanding essay or research paper dealing with American Lutheran history
Qualifications: All Lutheran students in a first-degree program at a theological seminary in North America are eligible
Application: Abdel Ross Wentz Prize in American Lutheran History
Lutheran Historical Society, Gettysburg
61 Seminary Ridge
Gettysburg, PA 17325

Teaching

Roothbert Fund


Preference given to those who are considering teaching as a vocation. Candidates are required to go to an interview in New York City, New Haven, CT or Washington, DC at the recipient’s expense. Must satisfy high scholastic requirements and must have a permanent address in one of the following: CT, DE, ME, NH, NY, NC, OH, PA, VT, VA, DC or WV.

Deadline: February 1, Applications available between November 1 and January 31.

Amount: Not specified

Application:

Roothbert Fund

475 Riverside Drive

Room 252

New York, NY 10115

(212) 870-3116

www.roothbertfund.org
Military Chaplaincy

The Cannon Endowment 

The Cannon Endowment provides scholarship assistance to seminarians planning to become military chaplains. Seminarians who are the following faith communities may apply: UCC, Christian Church Disciples of Christ, Presbyterian USA, United Methodist, and Church of the Bretheren. Scholarships are awarded on an annual basis and typically will be in the $2500 range. Available for Mdiv students attending an ATS accredited theological school. 

Application:

Parish Life and Leadership Ministry Team

Grants, Scholarships and Resources

United Church of Christ

700 Prospect Avenue East

Cleveland, OH 44115-1100

(216) 736-3839

jeffersv@ucc.org
Air Force Chaplaincy Scholarships

The Air Force is offering scholarships for individuals who want to become service chaplains. To qualify applicants must: 1) meet Air Force commissioning requirements, 2) receive written permission from a listed DoD ecclesiastical endorser, 3) be in good academic standing, and 4) be younger than 39 years of age upon completion of theological studies. For more information, send a request to chaplains@rs.af.mil. And to get started on your search for scholarships, visit Military.com Scholarship Finder.

Black College Dollars

Scholarships are available for African-American students through the collaborative efforts of Sallie Mae and BET Networks. Visit www.blackcollegedollars.org for details.

Other

DE-DC-MD Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (Tri-State)
Applicants must attend an eligible institution, demonstrate financial need (FAFSA), have a minimum GPA of 3.0, and be full-time, having completed at least one year of study. 
A minimum of three $1,000 scholarships are awarded to students who attend an eligible institution within each geographic area.  Schools nominate one student. Applications are due to Tri-State by April 1. 

www.fastweb.com
A scholarship search engine for both graduate and undergraduate students.

